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APA (6th ed.): Documenting Electronic Sources 
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Current APA Guidelines for Documenting Electronic Sources 
Much of the information needed for an electronic source is similar to what is needed for a print source.  In general, this may include the author, date, and title information.  After the title, an explanation of the type of online document should be enclosed in brackets.  Additionally, the date the source was retrieved needs to be given with the URL—if no Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is given or if the information is likely to change after the time it is accessed.  Please note that a period does not follow the URL.  

Article on Web Site, No Date
Groff, T. (n.d.). Documenting electronic sources. APA formatting assistance. Retrieved from http://www.apahelp.edu/resource/documentingelectronicsources.html
 
Document from a Private Organization
If the source is created by a private organization (with no author listed), the organization should be treated as though it is the author:

Bemus Engineering Foundation. (2002). Implementing punch cards in a work setting. Retrieved from http://www.bef.org/punchcards   





Article from a Printed Journal, Reproduced Online, with DOI Assigned
The archival version of the article is being used, so the retrieval date is not needed:

Doss, M. A., & Steele, D. (1998). Decrease in fatal polar bear attacks: The bright side of global warming. Geo Journal, 64(2), 87-110. doi:  10.1371/0007-8532.81.9.589

Article from a Printed Journal, Reproduced Online, with no DOI
If there is no DOI, give the URL or the URL of the journal home page (if the web address will not take the reader directly to the article).  Typically you do not need the date of access, but if the electronic source may have been changed from the original print source (or is not identical for any other reason), the URL and date of accessed need to be listed: 

Thompson, S. (1985).  Invisible bats: The real reason behind student distractibility in Transylvanian classrooms. Underground Science, 42(3). Retrieved from http://everything theydontwantyoutoknow.gov/invisiblebatsareeverywhere.html

Library Databases
The formatting for a source that is retrieved through library databases is very similar to the formatting for an article from a printed journal that is reproduced online.  APA no longer requires the database information in the citation:

Norris, R. (2008). Food: Scientists may have pinpointed the real culprit behind America’s weight problem. Journal of American Outlooks, 12, 544-570. doi:  10.1654/0006-6742.18.7.985

The database information can be used if there is no DOI:

Norris, R. (2008). Food: Scientists may have pinpointed the real culprit behind America’s weight problem. Journal of American Outlooks, 12, 544-570. Retrieved from HEALTH. (EJ808)

Newspaper Article Online
Schrute, D. (2005, May 6). Domestic animals: The cheapest alternative fuel yet. The Scranton Times, p. A12. Retrieved from http://scrantontimes.com/weekly/schrute.html 


Online Magazine Content Not Found in Print Version
Schrute, D. (n.d.). Domestic animals: The cheapest alternative fuel yet [Online exclusive]. The Scranton Times. Retrieved from http://scrantontimes.com/weekly/schrute.html 

Online Posting (Mailing List, Blog, etc.)
Steinhausen, H. W. (1998, July 10). Enron: Why you should invest everything now [Msg. 81]. Message posted to Stock-Master Archives [Msg. 81]. Message posted to http://groups.stock-master.com/forum/messages.html
 
CD/Music Recording
For a music recording, the songwriter is treated as the author.  The copyright date is then listed and followed by the title of the song (with the performer in brackets if he/she is different than the songwriter).  The CD/album name is stated next, followed with the location and label.  Also include the recording date if it is different than the copyright date:

Vollrath, J. (1995). Sudden valley [recorded by The Best Band Ever]. On our best album yet: The very best of the best band ever [CD]. Boston: The Best Music of All Time Limited. (2005).

E-mail
Personal correspondence—such as e-mail communication—is not included in the list of references.  It can, however, be cited within the text of the paper.  Please note that some instructors may have different rules for this and could wish for e-mail to be included in the actual references page.         

Electronic Books
After beginning with the author and copyright date, list the name of the chapter or section.  Following this, supply the title of the book or larger web document, and then include the chapter or section number in parenthesis.  Do not name the city or publisher.  End with the URL or database/document number:

Taleweaver, L. (2007). Sorry, the judge wouldn’t let me leave the murder trial early today. In 10 excuses for being late: Realistic stories your boss will believe (pp. 45-50). Available from  http://www.superliars.com/howtolie.asp?itemID=543



If the book is retrieved through a database, list the database information rather than the URL:

Taleweaver, L. (2007). Sorry, the judge wouldn’t let me leave the murder trial early today. In 10 excuses for being late: Realistic stories your boss will believe (pp. 45-50). Retrieved from MACHIAVELLIAN database.

Online Dictionary
Capricious. (n.d.). In Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary. Retrieved from http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/capricious

Abstract as Original Source
If there is a publication number, include it in parenthesis after the title.

Tufnel, N. (1988). Spontaneous combustion and what you can do to stop it (NCJ No. 843216) [Abstract]. Retrieved from Read This abstracts database.

Wiki
Be sure to include the retrieval date with wikis since they can be altered by virtually anyone and there is no guarantee that the information has been reviewed:

Trigonometry. (n.d.). Retrieved May 6, 2009, from The Math Wiki: http://math.wikia.com/wiki/Trigonometry 

Video Weblog Post (such as YouTube)

Lebowski, J. (2004, October 13). I’m a Lebowski, you’re a Lebowski [Video file]. Video posted to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vda55KHQWcs 
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