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EDUC-Y510 Action Research
 

COURSE TITLE: Action Research

COURSE NUMBER: EDUC-Y510

CREDIT HOURS: 3

SCHOOL: Indiana University East

PROGRAM: Master of Science in Education

COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: An introduction to the basic philosophy and methods of action research. Students will design action research projects and write proposals. In this class, you will learn how to conduct action research. You will learn how to select an area of focus, collect data, organize, analyze and interpret data, and take action based on your finding. You will plan action research studies and write a formal proposal for that study.

PREREQUISITES:  Successful Completion of Best Practices Academy

ANTICIPATED CLASS FORMAT (Online, Classroom, Hybrid):  Hybrid

CONTACT TYPE (Lecture, Lab, Other): Lecture, Writing Workshops

TEXTBOOK(S) FOR FIRST OFFERING:  
Integrating Teaching, Learning, and Action Research: Enhancing Instruction in the K-12 Classroom
By Stringer, Christensen, and Baldwin
ISBN: 978-1-4129-3975-1

TOPICS TO BE ADDRESSED:  (Narrative and/or bullet points) 
· Research design
· Selecting an Action Research topic
· Creating a theoretical framework for research
· Research methods
· Conducting Action Research in Classrooms
· Writing an Action Research Project
· APA formatting

IU EAST CAMPUS LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Educated people should: 
1. Be exposed to a broad variety of academic fields traditionally known as the Liberal Arts (humanities, fine arts, social sciences, natural sciences) in order to develop a critical appreciation of a diversity of ideas and creative expression. 
2. Have achieved depth in some field of knowledge. A sequential accumulation of knowledge and skills in an academic discipline is essential for a focused personal and professional development. 
3. Be able to express themselves clearly, completely, and accurately. Effective communication entails the successful sharing through a wide variety of techniques, including reading writing, speaking and technology. 
4. Be able to relate computational skills to all fields so that they are able to think with numbers. At minimum students should be able to carry out basic arithmetical and algebraic functions; they should have a working concept of simple statistics; and they should be able to interpret and use data in various forms. 
5. Have the ability to develop informed opinions, to comprehend, formulate, and critically evaluate ideas, and to identify problems and find solutions to those problems. Effective problem solving involves a variety of skills including research, analysis, interpretation and creativity.
6. Develop the skills to understand, accept and relate to people of different backgrounds and beliefs. In a pluralistic world one should not be provincial or ignorant of other cultures; one's life is experienced within the context of other races, religions, languages, nationalities and value systems. 
7. Be expected to have some understanding of and experience in thinking about moral and ethical problems. A significant quality in educated persons is the ability to question and clarify personal and cultural values, and thus to be able to make discriminating moral and ethical choices. 


LIST COURSE OBJECTIVES (with a notation indicating which Campus Learning Objective is met.)

· To help practicing teachers understand the research process in an educational setting (CLO #2)
· To provide practicing teachers with the opportunity to study and improve their own teaching through the enactment of an action research project (CLO #5)
· To show teachers how research on the improvement of one’s own teaching can have a transformative effect on school improvement and change (CLO #5, 7)
· Identify a question about their own teaching practice (CLO #5)
· Review the current research literature (CLO #1, 2)
· Develop a plan to collect data (CLO #4, 5)
· Collect and analyze data, identify emergent themes (CLO #4, 5)
· Write an action research paper (CLO #3)


DATE OF COURSE IMPLEMENTATION:  Being taught with variable topic number (F500)

DATE OF LAST REVISION (IF ANY):


Actual Course Syllabus May Contain Additional Materials
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