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Request for a New Academic Program

Campus: East

Proposed Type (minor, certificate, etc.) and Title of Program: Minor in Informatics

Proposed Date of Implementation: Fall 2010

I. Why is the program needed? (Rationale)
Community employers are increasingly expecting job applicants and employees to have skills beyond basic computer literacy. The undergraduate minor allows a student majoring in another subject to get appropriate training in informatics, and at the same time obtain a kind of “external” certification as someone who knows how to apply informatics tools to that subject area. This minor provides students with the opportunity to add a technology component to their degree program without having to leave their chosen field of study.

II. List major topics or curriculum of the program.
The undergraduate minor in Informatics requires students to take two (2) lower division informatics courses (after CSCI-A110 or INFO-I101) and three (3) upper division courses. 

Lower division classes:
INFO-I1xx & INFO-I2xx
CSCI-C2xx

Upper division classes:
CSCI-C3xx & CSCI-C4xx
IIM-I3xx
INFO-I3xx & INFO-I4xx
BUS-S3xx & BUS-S4xx

III. List the major student outcomes (or set of performance based standards) for the proposed program.
· Able to develop software applications in a modern high-level programming language.
· Able to reason about social, ethical and legal aspects of information technology.
· Able to leverage information technology to their fields of endeavor



IV. Explain how student outcomes will be assessed (course embedded assessment, graduate follow-up, employer survey, standardized tests, etc.).

a) Formative assessment of the Informatics curriculum will be conducted through course-embedded assessment tools including questions and problems in examinations, as well as writing and laboratory assignments to monitor student progress. 
b) Each Informatics advisor will survey or interview the program’s graduating seniors for feedback on the Informatics minor program with respect to the campus learning objectives. The graduating seniors will be surveyed on their personal sense of preparedness for their future professions. 
c) Feedback from all the assessment mechanisms will be collected and subsequently used to improve the program. 

V. Describe the student population to be served.
This minor is geared toward multiple audiences. First, it is designed for individuals who may wish to develop a more in-depth information technology background, specializing in the development of software and web-based applications and gaining an advanced understanding of information technology platforms and operating systems. Second, it is focused on those students who wish to augment their discipline specific knowledge with an ability to use information technology and tools to solve everyday problems and issues. Third, the degree is also geared to students who might wish to eventually pursue graduate education in a number of fields such as health care administration, business management, biotechnology and communication studies. 

VI. How does the program complement the campus or department mission?
The minor serves as an option for most academic programs, excluding a major degree in Informatics.  It provides technology training that supports all other disciplines.  Because of the pervasive nature of technology, it is in the best interests of our students that we supply this training as an adjunct to their discipline of choice.

VII. Describe the relationship to existing programs within Indiana University.
It is a flexible minor that could be used to support any academic major program.  This minor provides a vehicle for those students that wish to add technology credentials to their program without having to leave their chosen field of study.  A Minor in Informatics currently exists at the following IU campuses:
· Bloomington
· Indianapolis
· Fort Wayne
· Kokomo
· South Bend
· Southeast

Northwest has a minor where Informatics courses are used, but it is listed as a Computer Information Systems (CIS) minor. 

VIII. List and indicate the resources required to implement the proposed program.  Indicate sources, e.g. reallocation or any new resources such as personnel, library holdings, equipment, etc.
The minor in Informatics can be initiated with current faculty in Informatics. No new resources are being requested to initiate the program. Program development and growth will provide additional revenues for future expansion. Currently the Campus Library has access to online resources such as Books 24X7, Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts and Emerald Online which provide a variety of informatics resources and research. The institution provides access to equipment students could use as resources for their coursework.

IX. Describe any innovative features of the program (e.g. involvement with local or regional agencies, offices, etc., cooperative efforts with other institutions, etc.).
Informatics is attempting to develop a sustainable relationship with area employers to provide internship opportunities to all Informatics students with the interest and ability.
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