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Proposal to Allow Honors H100 to Count for U101 Credit

Sponsors: Margaret Thomas-Evans and Alisa Clapp-Itnyre, current and upcoming Honors Directors, respectively, with support from the Honors Committee: Mary Folkerth (Nursing), Marsha Jance (Business), Pam Whitt (Education), Kimberly Greer (NSM), and Daron Olson (HSS).

Rationale: Honors-H100 Freshman Honors Seminar is the only separate, required course for Honors students and serves as the gateway course into the program.  It was conceived to meet many of the same needs as UCOL-U101 First Year Seminar for our Honors students.  By allowing Honors students to meet their U101 requirement through H100, we will still meet the goals of U101, as delineated below, while also making the Honors Program more appealing to potential students who currently have to take both classes and who may choose against the Honors Program because of additional coursework.  In the spirit of U101 which fosters community and therefore retention, so too does H100 create community among Honors students and aids in their retention at IUE and in the Honors Program.

Similar Objectives:  A chart follows which visually shows the common objectives among H100 and U101.  Briefly, these include an introduction to university life and academic work; library and information literacy; critical thinking; college and career planning; and creating and contributing to community (H100 achieves this specifically through service-learning, an option for U101 courses).  Further, H100 has traditionally taken on a diversity theme consonant with U101 goals,  having considered women’s issues, international cultures, war, etc. and beginning next fall will permanently have the title “H100: H1H1   Hha         
Honors Students as Global Citizens” to more intentionally highlight (and mandate) our diversity objective.  

Additions to H100:  In order to further facilitate common objectives and content, H100 will add additional discussions on the Mission of IU East, Professionalism and Ethics; Students’ Rights and Responsibilities; and Financial Literacy.  We would also like to be included in the First-Year Seminar Welcome Ceremony and Field Trip planning.  Additionally, H100 students are invited to attend Honors Club events as a way to meet and bond with fellow Honors students.

Credit Differences: U101 is a 2-credit course while H100 is a 3-credit course.  The additional credit is justified due to additional expectations of Honors students in H100, namely additional readings, researched papers, discussions of the Honors Portfolio, and a service-learning project.

Instruction and Implementation: The Honors Director always teaches H100 and thus can implement and maintain these required H100 objectives.
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