

Circular E27-04


RESOLUTION REGARDING CALENDAR GUIDELINES

Background: Faculty Senate must approve calendars for each academic year before they can be officially promulgated. The University Calendar Committee is responsible for the coordination of academic calendars among the several campuses and has established guidelines for the preparation of each campus’ calendar.  The relevant guidelines are: (1) a 3-credit hour course should meet for approximately 2,000 minutes, excluding the final exam; and (2) a standard semester (i.e., Fall/Spring) will meet for at least 16 weeks, including final examinations.

Rationale:
While the above guidelines have been useful in providing a certain level of stability to the calendar-building process, they have proven to be insufficient in scope.  Thus, in addition to presenting the “Proposed Academic Calendar for AY 2005-06” to the IU East Faculty Senate, the Calendar Committee proposes three additional guidelines.  If approved, all future academic calendars will be constructed according to these guidelines.  In short, these guidelines are proposed for the purpose of further “codifying” the procedures to which future Calendar Committees will adhere when planning academic calendars.  Specifically, for the purpose of ensuring that there will always be an adequate amount of time for students who were under academic suspension at the conclusion of the fall term to submit an appeal to the AAA committee, and to ensure that there will be an adequate amount of time for the AAA committee to act upon such appeals prior to the start of spring semester classes, the Calendar Committee recommends that spring semesters never begin sooner than ten working days after New Year’s day.  Secondly, for the purpose of providing consistency to the timing of “Spring Break,” the Calendar Committee recommends that this break always occur between the ninth and tenth weeks of the semester.  Establishment of this spring break time period ensures that students, faculty, and academic advisors are provided with a much needed break following mid-semester exams, the conclusion of the automatic “W” period for student drops and withdrawals, and prior to the beginning of the “early registration” period for summer and fall.  Finally, for the purpose of providing consistency to the start date of fall semesters, the Calendar Committee recommends that fall classes always begin the Monday before Labor Day.  By practice, over the past few years, fall classes at IU East have been starting on the Monday before Labor Day.  However, the Fall 2004 term starts two weeks prior.  In addition to bringing stability to the start of fall classes, the adoption of this guideline ensures a timely and consistent conclusion to the fall term.  Additionally, a later startup date of the fall semester has proven to be very conducive to increasing our fall enrollment.  
Therefore, be it resolved 

 (A)
that the Indiana University East Faculty Senate adopts the following additional guidelines for the preparation of the academic calendar: 
(3)
beginning Fall 2005, Fall semesters will always begin the Monday before Labor Day. 
(4)
beginning Spring 2006, Spring semesters will always begin on a Monday, no sooner than two-weeks (10 working days) after New Year’s Day to accommodate academic suspension appeals; 
(5)
beginning Spring 2006, Spring Break will always occur between the ninth and tenth week of the semester (following the auto-W deadline); and 
(B)
that the Faculty Senate adopts the following academic calendar for 2005-2006 [see p. 2].
PROPOSED ACADEMIC CALENDAR

for AY 2005-06












   <1 wk before Labor Day>

Classes Begin
Labor Day

Thanksgiving/Fall Break

Classes Resume

Classes End

Finals End


Classes Begin
Martin Luther King Day

Spring Break

Classes Resume
Classes End

Finals End

Commencement

6- Week Classes Begin

Memorial Day

Classes/Finals End


10-Week Classes Begin

6-Week Classes Begin

4th of July

Classes/Finals End

FALL 2003
Mon
Aug. 25
Mon
Sept. 1
M—S
Nov. 24—29


Mon
Dec. 1

Mon
Dec. 8
Mon
Dec. 15
<6 w-days after 1st>
SPRING 2004
Mon
Jan. 12
Mon
Jan. 19
M—S
Mar. 8—13 

Mon
Mar. 15
Mon
Apr. 26
Mon
May 3
Fri
May 14
SUMMER I 2004
Mon
May 10
Mon
May 31
Mon
Jun. 21
SUMMER II 2004
Tue
Jun. 1
Mon
Jun. 28
Mon
Jul. 5
Mon
Aug. 9
FALL 2004
Mon
Aug. 23
Mon
Sept. 6
M—S
Nov. 22—27
Mon
Nov. 29
Mon
Dec. 6
Mon
Dec. 13
<10 w-days after 1st>

SPRING 2005

Tue
Jan. 18

Mon
Jan. 17

M—S
Mar. 14—19
Mon
Mar. 21

Mon
May 2

Mon
May 9

Fri
May 13

SUMMER I 2005


Mon
May 16



Mon
May 30



Mon
Jun. 27



SUMMER II 2005


Tue.
Jun. 6



Mon
Jul. 5



Mon.
Jul. 4



Mon.
Aug. 15



FALL 2005
Mon
Aug. 29
Mon
Sept. 5
M—S
Nov. 21—26 

Mon
Nov. 28
Mon
Dec. 12
Mon
Dec. 19
<10 w-days after 1st>
SPRING 2006
Mon
Jan. 17
Mon
Jan. 16
M—S
Mar. 20—25 

Mon
Mar. 27
Mon
May 1
Mon
May 8
Fri
May 12
SUMMER I 2006
Mon
May 15
Mon
May 29
Mon
Jun. 26
SUMMER II 2006
Tue
Jun. 6
Mon
Jul. 3
Tue
Jul. 4

Mon
Aug. 14
Current AY Calendar


(for reference)





2004-05 AY Calendar 


(Approved EFS 05/01)





PROPOSED 


2005-06 Calendar





Codifies “Spring Break” & Fall/Spring semester begin dates.
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