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Resolution on Graduate Mission
In the more than thirty years since its creation, Indiana University East has been the primary provider of entry-level, public higher educational opportunities in its service region. With the advent of the community college, prospective students will now have more local options for completing an Associate’s degree and/or the first two years of a baccalaureate program. At the same time, increasing numbers of local citizens are looking to continue their education beyond the baccalaureate level. Meeting these needs will take more than the current sprinkling of occasional graduate-level courses. It is now time for Indiana University East to grow to meet the expanding needs for post-baccalaureate and graduate education within this region while continuing to serve the undergraduate educational needs of its citizens. This continued development should include the offering of appropriate Master’s level programs. 
Offering Master’s degrees is in keeping with two of the strategic initiatives adopted by the Faculty Senate at its January 20, 2004 meeting, namely, Indiana University East will:
· raise the educational aspirations of citizens, employers, and employees within the region. 

· broaden and revise academic opportunities and their modes of delivery in response to the changing expectations of regional campuses and the communities they serve.

Therefore, be it resolved that the Indiana University East Faculty Senate: 
1)
supports the expansion at this time of IU East’s teaching mission to include Master’s programs,
2)
encourages academic divisions to develop Master’s programs in those areas where there is a demonstrable local need for such programs, and 

3)
requests that the Chancellor make the case for an expanded mission to President Herbert and the Trustees and seek their approval for the implementation of this resolution.

