The IU East Computer Literacy Requirement

The Curriculum Committee has been discussing the campus-wide computer literacy requirement for a number of weeks.  We have reached a consensus on the following issues.  
· The current requirement – to take 3 credits of computer literacy courses or demonstrate literacy – was passed many years ago when the computer experience of incoming students was limited.  
· Many incoming students have skills well beyond the introductory level and are not well served by an introductory course.  But the alternative – demonstrating literacy – has never been widely used and there is no efficient mechanism in place. 
· A computer placement test would be extremely useful in identifying incoming students who need to acquire additional computer skills to be successful in their freshman courses.

· College graduates will need an ever-changing set of computer skills to be successful.

Several years ago a task force examined computer literacy on campus and came to some of the same conclusions.  They made several recommendations but none of them were implemented.  

Two years ago the Curriculum Committee made a recommendation to Faculty Senate that the campus consider revising the computer requirement and the adoption of a computer placement test. 

However this is where our consensus ends.  We are interested in your comments and suggestions about how to proceed.  You recently received on the senate list-serve two different proposals to modify either the computer literacy requirement or the implementation methods to better serve current student needs.  With the demise of the COLI courses next fall this item has some urgency.

· The first proposal is for adding a non-credit method of demonstrating literacy by completing a series of online modules and taking tests.  Students with well-developed skills could skip directly to the test if they wish.  This would be an alternate way to complete the requirement.
· The second proposal is for abolishing the campus-wide requirement altogether and leaving it up to divisions or programs to develop their own requirements.   The modules could still be used for this purpose.  Incoming students would need to be advised that many courses require computer use and that they should take a computer literacy course their first semester if they do not have computer experience.

Either of these proposals would be enhanced by a placement test to give students information about what skills they need to acquire.
You should also be aware that our campus communication objective lists the use of technology as one of the skills associated with effective communication so even if we did not have a campus-wide graduation requirement the issue is addressed there.
We encourage you to read the proposals on the list serve and reply to the list-serve or to either of us individually with your comments and suggestions.  We hope you will discuss these in division meetings at your earliest convenience so that we might reach a consensus about what to do early next fall.
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