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Please fill out the following form when sending courses to the Curriculum Committee for consideration:

PART 1: 

Course number:_EDUC E506_____
Course Title: Curriculum in Early Childhood Education
Credit hours: ____3_____

   Division offering:____Education_________________

Faculty member submitting this proposal:___Betsy Kirk________________________​​______

PART 2:


Have you contacted all campuses in the IU system who are currently teaching this course and examined their methods of teaching this course? (you should consult the office of the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs for help in contacting campuses and procuring sample syllabi)

Below, please list all those campuses which teach the course in question:

Bloomington

IUPUI

IUSB

PART 3: 

Please provide the following elements to the model framework as required by the University Faculty Council (you may attach additional pages): 

1) Describe the course content and your rationale for bringing it forward:

Description of the course content

The course content includes curriculum planning and selecting and evaluating learning experiences for children ages three through eight years with reference to relevant research. It also includes experiences that prepared teachers to organize classrooms that will provide maximum integration among experiences in different academic areas. 

Rationale for bringing this course forward

A number of teachers who have licensure for grades 1-6 would like to extend their licensure to include kindergarten.  This is one of the required graduate courses that will allow teachers to be licensed to teach kindergarten. 

2) Describe the course’s placement in the program, including its intended audience and any prerequisites.

This course will be available to graduate students who already have a degree in elementary education and wish to either add kindergarten certification to their license or extend their knowledge of early childhood education.  There are no prerequisites other than a Bachelor’s Degree in Education.

3) List the anticipated student learning objectives and outcomes.

      1. understand and critique major theories of child development

      2. understand how the history, philosophy, and theories of child development impact early childhood practices

      3. understand and evaluate a variety of program models for early childhood education

      4. understand and be able to articulate conflicting points of view on current issues in early childhood education

      5. plan individually, culturally, and developmentally appropriate curriculum for an early childhood classroom

      6. evaluate and use a variety of materials appropriate to early childhood programs

      7. articulate a personal/professional understanding of a quality, developmentally appropriate early childhood

          program

      8. understand how cultural, ethnic, socioeconomic differences in families impact early childhood classrooms

      9. describe the role of play and choice in early childhood classrooms and develop programs that utilize these

         effectively

    10. observe, record, and analyze social and cognitive development of children in play settings

    11. evaluate indoor and outdoor learning environments, classroom materials, and activities in an early childhood 

         setting

    12. develop an integrated unit appropriate for teaching a preschool/kindergarten child

    13. develop a project/conduct action research to support your professional development as an early childhood 

          teacher

    14. conduct self professionally in class as well as in preschool and elementary school settings

4) Discuss any special features of the course (eg. a service learning component)

a. This course is to be cross-listed with EDUC E337

b. Individualization will occur based upon whether or not the graduate student is currently 

    teaching in a classroom. Additional individualization will depend on the graduate 

    student’s prior experience with curriculum planning and experience in kindergarten

    settings.

      c. Graduate students will do an additional classroom project that they will share in class with

          undergraduate students


5) Attach a proposed syllabus for the course as it would be taught on the IU East campus.

PART 4:


Representatives of your Division need to examine the sample syllabi and other materials from these campuses and determine whether your approach will be comparable.  Please describe below your Division’s final determination on this point and provide the chair’s signature.

The Division has examined syllabi from other campuses; the content and instructional focus of this class is similar to the same class as it is offered on other Indiana University campuses.

I approve the above-mentioned course as following the model framework given by other campuses in the IU system.

   _____________________________________
____________________

    Division Chair




 Date

E506
Curriculum in Early Childhood Education
(3 graduate credits)
(Prerequisites: Bachelor's Degree)
Dr. Betsy Kirk
Office:  Middlefork 351
             

Home phone: 765-935-9013 (no calls before 7 am/after 9 PM)
Office phone: (765) 973-8238                                     e-mail: elkirk@indiana.edu
Office hours:                                                                   

anytime BY APPOINTMENT
Catalog description 
Planning the curriculum and selecting and evaluating learning experiences for children ages three through eight years with reference to relevant research. Organizing the classroom to provide maximum integration among experiences in different academic areas. 
Course Outcomes: This course will prepare you to be a teacher that is

· A Reflective Scholar, demonstrated by your ability to reflect on your own philosophy of early childhood education providing support from theory and research

· An Instructional Leader, demonstrated by your ability to plan developmentally appropriate environments and curriculum for early childhood classrooms. 
· A Global Citizen, demonstrated by planning how you would honor diversity in early childhood classrooms.
-
Division of Education Themes
In addition, this course will help you to become an educated person who

· Is able to express himself/herself clearly, completely, and accurately,

· Has achieved depth in the field of knowledge of early childhood education,

· Has the ability to think rationally, to develop informed opinions, and to comprehend and create new ideas,


· Has skills to understand, accept, and relate to people of different backgrounds and beliefs,

· Has some understanding of and experience in thinking about moral and ethical issues.






-     IUE Student Learning Objectives
Course Outcomes related to INTASC Principles and IPBS Developmental Standards
	E337 Course Outcomes

Pre-service teachers will:
	INTASC

Principles
	Early Childhood

Standards

	1.     understand and critique major theories of child development
	1, 2
	2

	2.     understand how the history, philosophy, and theories of child development impact early childhood practices
	1, 4
	3

	3.     understand and evaluate a variety of program models for early childhood education
	5
	3

	4.    understand and be able to articulate conflicting points of view on current issues in early childhood education
	7, 9
	1, 7

	5.     plan individually, culturally, and developmentally appropriate curriculum for an early childhood classroom
	2, 3, 5
	3

	6.     evaluate and use a variety of materials appropriate to early childhood programs
	2
	4, 8

	7.     articulate a personal/professional understanding of a quality, developmentally appropriate early childhood program 
	1, 9
	8

	8.     understand how cultural, ethnic, socioeconomic differences in families impact early childhood classrooms
	3
	2, 4, 5

	9.     describe the role of play and choice in early childhood classrooms and develop programs that utilize these effectively
	1, 2
	3, 4

	10.   Observe, record, and analyze social and cognitive development in play settings
	1
	6

	11.    evaluate indoor and outdoor learning environments, classroom materials, and activities in an early childhood setting
	4, 5
	8

	12.    develop an integrated unit appropriate for teaching a preschool/kindergarten child
	1
	1, 4

	13.   develop a project/conduct action research to support your professional development as an early childhood teacher
	9
	7

	14.    conduct self professionally in class as well as in preschool and elementary school settings
	9
	7


Required Texts
Classroom Learning Environments Resource Packet (CLERP)
Bredekamp, S., & Copple, C. (Eds). 1997). Developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs. Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.
Brewer, J.A. (2001). Introduction to early childhood education: Preschool through primary grades, 3rd ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon

Clayton, M. K. (2001). Classroom spaces that work. Greenfield, MA: Northeast Foundation for Children.

Diller, D. (2003).
Literacy work stations: Making centers work. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.

IDOE. (nd). Teaching and learning in the critical early years: Preschool through third grade. (T&L)
Any book by Vivian Gussin Paley


Suggestions:

· Paley, V. G. (1990). The boy who would be a helicopter. Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press

· Paley, V. G. (1992). You can’t say you can’t play. Cambridge: Harvard University Press

· Paley, V. G. (1997). The girl with the brown crayon. Cambridge: Harvard University Press

· Paley, V. G. (2000). White teacher. Cambridge: Harvard University Press

· Paley, V. G. (2001) The kindness of children. Cambridge: Harvard University Press

Enduring Understandings
· evaluate a variety of approaches to early childhood curriculum development and apply this knowledge to articulate a personal philosophy of early childhood education.

· articulate theories of child development and use these theories reflect on his/her own theories and practices of early childhood education.

· apply theories of child development to plan, implement, and evaluate developmentally, educationally, and culturally appropriate learning experiences for early childhood classrooms.
· develop perspective on cultural, ethnic, and socio-economic diversity present in early childhood classrooms and apply this perspective to create learning environments and effective curriculum that will be inclusive of all young children.
Topics/Questions to be considered in this course:

· What does the term “developmentally appropriate practice” mean? How is this manifested in preschool and kindergarten early childhood programs?

· How do the history, philosophy, and theories of children development impact early childhood practices in early childhood programs.

· What is the value of preschool? Of kindergarten?

· What are the divergent points of view on current issues in early childhood education?

· How is kindergarten the same as/different from primary classrooms?  What should a kindergarten classroom in a public school look like? 
· What is the value of play? What is the role of play in preschool classrooms? Is there a role for play in a kindergarten classroom? When? How often? How should it be managed? What kinds of play are appropriate?  What is the value of this time? What is the role of the teacher?

· What preschool program models are currently determined to be effective? What kind of instruction is appropriate and most effective in K-1 classrooms? Why?

· How do cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic differences in families impact early childhood classrooms?  What is the best way for me to teach a classroom population of developmentally, culturally, educationally, socio-economically diverse preschool, kindergarten, 1st, or 2nd grade children? 

Evaluation - Grades will be as follows:                                                                                                   A+
100%


B+
89 – 91.9%

C+
79 – 81.9%                                A
96 - 99.5%

B
86 – 88.9%

C
76 – 78.9%
A- 92 - 95.9%

B-
82 – 85.9%

C-
72 – 75.9%
Assignments
Performance Based Assessments

1.
Professionalism/Class Participation:   (100 points)  



Every Class 

You are expected to attend classes, arrive on time, and exhibit a positive and professional attitude throughout the course. You are expected to read the assigned material prior to class and participate in discussions and in-class assignments

Outcome: 14






.
2.
Preparation for Class: (10 points each plus up to 50 points at the end of the semester)
Every class 

Each week you will come to class having prepared a written reflection of the readings you have done in preparation for class. Make an attempt to connect your readings to observations in the classrooms or to your own life experiences.  Make a list of things you want to discuss with your classmates.  Include questions you’d like to ask the instructor or your classmates.  You will use these written reflections as a basis for discussion, questioning, analysis. 


Outcome: 14
3.
Share a Children’s Book (10 points)



Sign up/first day of class
You will read a book to the class that would be appropriate to read in an early childhood setting.  

Outcome: 5, 6








4.
Mission Statement (30 points)




Due: September 28
You will work with a group of classmates to write a mission statement for one particular preschool program model and present it to your classmates.  

Outcome: 1, 3
5.
Philosophy of ECE Reflective Paper (50 points)


Due: October 19
Based on your knowledge of developmentally, educationally, and culturally appropriate learning experiences for early childhood classrooms, write a reflective paper explaining your own philosophy of early childhood education and how it is supported in the research.  


Outcome: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7






6.
Learning Environment Project (50 points)


Due: October 26
Design a developmentally appropriate indoor and outdoor learning environment for a kindergarten.  Show a floor plan and playground area map.  Include a detailed list of learning materials in each area of the room/playground;  you should also include a rationale for why these materials are included in each area.  

Outcome: 5, 6, 9, 11
7. Parten-Piaget Record of Play Behavior


Due: November 9
In class you will learn the difference between levels of play and levels of social interaction.  You will use the Parten-Piaget Recording form while you observe one child at play and record the play behaviors.  .
Outcome: 9, 10    
8. 
Current Issues in Early Childhood Education (50 points) 

Bibliography due: Sept 14









First draft due:  October 5








Final draft and oral report due: Nov 2
You will research, write a short paper (approximately 5-10 pages), and make an oral presentation on an issue that is currently being discussed in the early childhood field.  Differing perspectives should be presented where appropriate.
Outcome: 4    
9. Vivian Gussin Paley Book (25 points)



Due: October12
Vivian Paley taught young children for 37 years, much of that time at the University of Chicago's Laboratory Schools.  She has written a number of books; you will read one and be prepared to discuss it in class.  
Outcome: 2, 5, 7, 8   

10.
Integrated Unit for Kindergarten (25 points)
Due: November 16
Plan an integrated unit around a topic or theme that HAS SOME VALUE to preschool or kindergarten children. The unit should extend for at least one week and should include all areas of the early childhood curriculum: language/ literacy, math, science, social studies, creative arts, music, health/nutrition, small/large motor…..  This unit needs to address the following domains: physical, cognitive, social-emotional, and language.  
Outcome: 12

11.
Work Stations/ Managed Independent Learning (25 points each)
You will design at least three work stations that could be used independently by kindergarten children in a classroom setting.  Each work station will relate to an area of development important in kindergarten/primary classrooms.  You will bring your work stations to class to share with classmates on the dates listed below.  At that time, you need to turn in a short description of your work station; this should include your LEARNING OBJECTIVE which clearly states what children will be learning in this workstation.

Math or Science



November 9

Social Studies or Creative Arts


November 16

Health or Safety or Literacy


November 30
Outcome: 5, 6, 11
12.
Graduate Project/Field Project(100 points)

Due: November 30

As a graduate student, you may or may not have your own early childhood classroom but for this assignment, you will plan, design, and prepare a special project that can be used in an early childhood classroom OR prepare a presentation for an early childhood conference that reflects the current research in early childhood curriculum and programming.  You may have another equally creative or useful idea for this project.  Be sure to clear your idea with the instructor before beginning your project.

In a short written report that you submit to your instructor, you should explain the project you have completed and explain how your project is related to current research in early childhood education. If you create something for your classroom, include photographs.  If you develop a conference presentation, include an outline.   Be prepared to orally share your project with other students in the class on November 30.
Outcome 13
13. In-class assignments (10 points each)
Outcome: 1-14

14.
Midterm and Final (50 points each)
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