

Circular E39-05


INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Request for a New Minor Program
Campus:  East

Proposed Title of Minor Program:  Criminal Justice Minor 

Proposed Date of Implementation:  Fall Semester 2005 


I.
Why is the minor needed?  A significant portion of federal, state, and local budgets is dedicated to funding programs which address various criminal justice issues.  These moneys are used to fund jobs in the criminal justice system (police, courts, and corrections), and also to fund related ancillary programs (e.g., research, construction, accounting, education, health care, and other social services).  Some students at IU East who are majoring in fields other than criminal justice will find it beneficial to acquire a minor in criminal justice in order to better position themselves to work in these areas.  Students majoring in any of IU East’s Behavioral and Social Sciences programs (sociology, psychology, political science, social work, and anthropology) are likely to be someday involved in jobs that are associated to the criminal justice system; even students majoring in business, education, humanities and fine arts, natural sciences, mathematics, and nursing may find themselves working in areas related to the criminal justice system.  Ultimately a minor in criminal justice will allow some students to be more competitive in the job market.  This fact has been recognized at the other Indiana University campuses; IU East is the only campus in the Indiana University system that does not offer a minor in criminal justice.  

II.
List requirements for minor in Criminal Justice.



      The follow five courses (15 credit hours):



SPEA J101 – The American Criminal Justice System (3 credit hours)



SPEA J201 – Theoretical Foundations of Criminal Justice Policies (3 credit hours)



SPEA J306 – The Criminal Courts  (3 credit hours)



SPEA J321 – American Policing  (3 credit hours)



SPEA J331 – Corrections  (3 credit hours)


III.
List the major student outcomes for the proposed minor.



Students, by successfully completing five basic criminal justice courses, will become knowledgeable in how the criminal justice system operates.  The American Criminal Justice System course (J101) will provide students with an overview of the criminal justice system, and allow them to learn how the various components – police, courts, and corrections – are interrelated.  The American Policing (J321), Criminal Courts (J306), and Corrections (J221) courses will then provide students with an additional semester of intensive instruction regarding each of these three components.  Finally, the Theoretical Foundations of Criminal Justice Policies course (J201), will provide students with a knowledge of the theoretical concepts which guide the operation of the current criminal justice system.  

IV.
Explain how student outcomes will be assessed.



Course-embedded assessment will be employed utilizing course papers, presentations, quizzes, and exams.  Students must achieve a course grade of C or better in any course applied toward a minor in criminal justice.


V.
Describe the student population to be served.



Students in any major can be served.

VI.
How does the minor complement the campus or department mission?



The proposed criminal justice minor is consistent with both the divisional and campus objectives of offering degree minors.  The Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences presently offers minors in anthropology, political science, psychology, sociology, and women and gender studies.  Other campus departments, e.g., Business and Economics, General Studies, Humanities and Fine Arts, Natural Science and Mathematics, also offer minors.  A minor in criminal justice would also be consistent with the campus objective of encouraging interdisciplinary learning. 

VII.
Describe the relationship to existing programs within Indiana University.



The courses required for a minor in criminal justice are currently offered at IU East.  Since students involved in other existing programs may find it beneficial to achieve a minor in criminal justice, relationships with existing programs should be enhanced.
VIII.

List and indicate the resources required to implement the proposed program.



Indicate sources, e.g. reallocation or any new resources such as personnel, library holdings, equipment, etc.



No new resources would be required to implement the proposed minor.  Classrooms, library resources, faculty, and adjuncts currently being used in the Bachelor’s and Associate’s of Criminal Justice programs are sufficient to support the proposed minor.   

IX.
Describe any innovative features of the program.


New cooperative relationships between IU East and local or regional agencies may occur                        
            as students involved in internships within their majors seek connections to criminal  
            justice agencies.



