

Circular E41-05


Resolution

WHEREAS 
The University Faculty Council’s Student Affairs Committee has been active in drafting a new Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct, 
AND WHEREAS 

The most current draft of this Code states that students shall have the right to:


“(lines 68-71) Expect a faculty member to be respectful to the student’s religious beliefs and observances. Instructors are required to make reasonable accommodations when a student must miss an exam or other academic exercise resulting from the observance of a religious holiday. “

”(lines 73-75) Have the freedom to raise relevant issues pertaining to classroom discussion, to offer reasonable doubts about data presented, and to express alternative opinions without concern for any academic penalty.  Expect that a faculty member will be sensitive to the student’s personal or political beliefs,“


AND WHEREAS 

The first paragraph considers students’ rights for accommodation for religious observances and the second paragraph guarantees students’ rights to express their opinions, 
AND WHEREAS 
The current form of the second paragraph appears to undermine the faculty’s authority to evaluate student’s work by requiring faculty to accept personal beliefs as a substitute for prevailing academic standards, 

AND WHEREAS 

The faculty at Indiana University East feel that student work should have the right to express their doubts, but that their work should be evaluated by academic standards, 
AND WHEREAS 

The faculty further believe that the document under consideration should codify this standard,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 

That the faculty at Indiana University East requests that the language in the Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct be modified to represent the intent of the following:
“(lines 68-71) Expect a faculty member to be respectful of the student’s religious observances. Instructors are required to make reasonable accommodations when a student must miss an exam or other academic exercise resulting from the observance of a religious holiday.”

”(lines 73-75) [Amendment passed, 3/1/05] Have the freedom to raise relevant issues pertaining to classroom discussion, to offer reasonable doubts about data presented, and to express alternative opinions without concern for any academic penalty. Have the freedom to express doubt arising from personal, political or religious disagreements without fear of academic penalty. Students have the right to offer academically sound alternative opinions. Students have the right to expect that their work will be evaluated by academic standards alone.”
