

Circular E47-05


To: Curriculum Committee

From: Humanities and Fine Arts Division (submitted by Marcos Romero, Visiting Lecturer, Department of Foreign Languages)

Re: New Foreign Language Requirement 

Background 

On October 10, 2004, a subcommittee was formed in order to review the Humanities and Fine Arts Division’s foreign language requirement. On December 2, 2004, the Subcommittee on the Foreign Language Requirement met and discussed the need for a single HFA policy regarding the foreign language requirement. The subcommittee addressed the rationale behind HFA foreign language requirement and recommended that it be changed. On February 17, 2005, the Humanities and Fine Arts Division approved the Subcommittee’s recommendation to change the HFA’s foreign language requirement and adopted the subcommittee’s proposal. 

Rationale for Changing the Foreign Language Requirement

The HFA division has been working through the process of re-examining the goals and purpose of the foreign language requirement.  We feel that the revised current foreign language requirement serves many objectives which include, but are not limited to, the following: 1) exposing students to the grammar of a foreign language so that they may increase their knowledge of English grammar, and 2) exposing students to cultures other than their own in order to increase cultural awareness and tolerance. We further determined that proficiency in a foreign language is not the goal of the current foreign language requirement, but, rather, meeting the multicultural and diversity learning objective of the campus. As a result, the HFA division believes that students should be given the option of fulfilling the language requirement by taking either four semesters of language courses or by taking a combination of foreign language and culture courses.  

Proposal

The Humanities and Fine Arts Division proposes changing its current foreign language requirement, which varies from department to department, by adopting a new foreign language requirement which would be observed by all HFA departments. The new foreign language requirement would give students the option of successfully completing one of the following:

1)
four courses in sequence in a single foreign language or 

2)
three courses of foreign language (at least two in sequence in a single foreign language) and one foreign language culture course or

3)
two courses in sequence in one foreign language and two foreign language culture courses

Presently, students could fulfill the foreign language requirement on campus with either Spanish or French; however, other languages that are transferred in from other institutions would be acceptable. Students studying French at IUE would be required to take a foreign language culture course in Hispanic culture since no French culture courses are presently offered at IUE. If French culture courses, or culture courses of any other culture, are offered by the Foreign Language Department in the future, those courses would count toward the fulfillment of the foreign language requirement. Some students who have foreign language training at the high school level or native fluency could be exempted from one or more courses by taking a placement exam. The following is an example of courses which students could take in order to fulfill the new HFA foreign language requirement. 

Sample Options for Fulfilling the Foreign Language Requirement:

A.
F100, F150, F203, and one foreign language culture course (15 credits)

B.
F100, F150, and two foreign language culture courses (14 credits)

C.
S100, S150, S200, S250 (14 credits)

D.
S100, S150, S200 and one foreign language culture course (14 credits)

E.
S100, S150, two foreign language culture courses (14 credits)

F.
S101, S102, S200, S250 (12 credits)

G.
S101, S102, S200 and one foreign language culture course (12 credits)

H.
S101, S102, and two foreign language culture courses (12 credits)

Note: S100 is a basic Spanish course intended for students with no previous knowledge of Spanish while S101 is intended for students with at least two years of high school Spanish. Students may take S100 or S101 accordingly, but credit will not be given for both S100 and S101. Credit will also not be given for both S150 and S102. 

F100 Prerequisite: Little or no previous knowledge of French

F150 Prerequisite: F100 or permission of instructor, or satisfactory score on the placement exam

F203 Prerequisite: F150 or permission of instructor, or satisfactory score on the placement exam

S100 Prerequisite: No previous knowledge of Spanish

S101 Prerequisite: Two years of high school Spanish, or permission of instructor, or satisfactory score on the placement exam

S150 Prerequisite: S100 or permission of instructor, or satisfactory score on the placement exam

S102 Prerequisite: S101 or permission of instructor, or satisfactory score on the placement exam

S200 Prerequisite: S150, or S102 or permission of instructor, or satisfactory score on the placement exam 

S250 Prerequisite: S200, or permission of instructor, or satisfactory score on the placement exam

Current, and recently proposed, Foreign Language Department Culture Courses include: 1) S229 (Spanish Culture and Civilization), 2) S260 (Introduction to Hispanic Film), 3) S275 (Intro to Hispanic Culture), 4) S284 (Women in Hispanic Culture), 5) S290 (Topics in Hispanic Culture), and 6) S360 (Introduction to Hispanic Culture).

