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English L337: Victorian Poetry

(sample syllabus)

Overview & Objectives:  The Victorian period was rich with poetry, both smaller and longer works, and this course will focus on them in a cultural setting.  We will examine the major poets, male and female, along with the culture that inspired them and that they inspired (paintings based on their poetry, for example).  In the process, you will learn how to read poetry, explicating it closely for meaning.

Text:  Stephens, James, ed.  Victorian and Later English Poets
Assignments:  weekly poetry writings; creative poetry assignment; two literary papers; a cultural, biographical or poetic presentation; and a midterm and final exam.

Schedule:
Week 1: Introduction to the course, the period, and poetry

Week 2:  Tennyson: shorter poems

Week 3:  Tennyson: Idylls of the King
Week 4:  Elizabeth Barrett Browning: shorter poems

Week 5:  EBB: Aurora Leigh

Week 6:  Robert Browning:  shorter poems

Week 7:  Browning:  The Ring and the Book

Week 8:  Browning:  The Ring and the Book

Week 9:  Rossetti: poems and paintings

Week 10:  Christina Rossetti poems

Week 11:  Swinburne & Hopkins

Week 12:  Matthew Arnold

Week 13:  George Meredith

Week 14:  review

