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Proposed revisions to the Minor in Philosophy

Summary of and Rationale for Proposed Revisions
‘*’ indicates a change in requirements (as opposed to, e.g., revised wording to increase clarity) 
* Change: The number of credit hours for the minor is being increased from 15 to 18.

Rationale: Over the past several years, HFA has been revising the various minors within the division to bring them all up to 18 credit hours; philosophy is the only one still at 15 hours. At the time the philosophy minor was approved there was only one resident faculty member in philosophy, so a requirement of 18 credit hours was not really feasible. Now that the division has hired a full-time Lecturer in Humanities, with approximately a 50% course assignment in philosophy, the move to 18 hours is appropriate. The additional three hours will be taken as elective credit.

Change: PHIL-P 145, Introduction to Social & Political Philosophy, has been deleted from the list of options for satisfying the ethics component of the core requirements. Two options remain.

Rationale: P145 is not offered on a regular basis.

* Change: The learning objective relating to critical thinking has been rewritten.

Rationale: The original wording was too vague—the revised wording states specifically what is meant in the context of the minor by “competence in critical thinking.”

* Change: A fifth learning objective has been added, related to the campus learning objective regarding accurate and effective communication. The focus in the philosophy minor is specifically on written communication.

Rationale: The conceptual skills called for in the critical thinking learning objective referred to above are of limited use without the ability to communicate one’s understanding. This additional objective also keeps the minor in line with the campus’ commitment to Writing Across the Curriculum.
Change: The text of the campus learning objectives addressed by the minor has been added.

Rationale: This is an expectation of all academic programs. Each of the existing objectives for the philosophy minor corresponds to a campus learning objective—the only change is to make that connection explicit.
* Change: The instructions for preparation of the portfolio have been modified to be less prescriptive. In particular, the requirement that “at least one exam and one paper from each class in which such work was assigned” has been relaxed. Instead, the portfolio must contain “samples of the student’s best work from each of the courses applied to the minor.” The nature of the work included is not specified. 

Rationale: A high level of prescriptivity can undermine the purpose of a portfolio, namely, demonstrating achievement of the learning objectives. The goal is that, when all is said and done, the student has achieved the learning objectives. That achievement, however, will not necessarily conform to a neat formula of one test and one paper from each course. As long as the requirement that all courses for the minor be completed with a ‘C’ or better is met, the student’s performance in each individual course is purely secondary to the demonstration of cumulative achievement.
* Change: Correlative with the change described above, a final interpretative essay has been added as a requirement for the portfolio. 

Rationale: The additional essay takes the form of a preface to the portfolio, in which the student reflects on the work included and makes the case for having achieved (and demonstrated achievement of) the learning objectives. It is the process of writing this essay that makes of the portfolio a cumulative, or “capstone,” learning activity rather than merely the submission of a bunch of documents (some of which are several years old).
Change: Details regarding the administration of the program have been revised to reflect the changes in staffing for the philosophy program since 1994.
Minor in Philosophy

Proposed Revisions, showing changes

Purpose

To offer students a structured minor in philosophy which that will enhance any baccalaureate major. The study of philosophy will enhance students’ critical abilities (thinking, reading, and writing), which will be a great asset to them in their academic and professional lives. It also contributes to an understanding of the pervasiveness of moral issues in contemporary life and an increased ability to address those issues intelligently. Finally, through discussion of issues of fundamental concern to human beings, students should gain a better understanding of themselves. In addition, students will gain a better understanding of themselves as the result of guided discussion of issues of fundamental concern to human beings.  

Students

The minor will be open to all academic programs accommodating a minor. There are no prerequisites for the minor, although individual courses may have prerequisites. [Note: text moved from another part of the document; otherwise unchanged]

LEARNING Objectives

Students who successfully complete the philosophy minor will achieve The Minor in Philosophy addresses five of the seven IU East learning objectives (in italics). The numbered items operationalize those objectives in the context of the philosophy minor.
· Educated persons should be exposed to a broad variety of academic fields traditionally known as the Liberal Arts (humanities, fine arts, social sciences, natural sciences) in order to develop a critical appreciation of a diversity of ideas and creative expression. 

1. Students will demonstrate awareness of and appreciation of for the variety of possible perspectives on issues of fundamental concern for to human beings.
· Educated persons should have achieved depth in some field of knowledge. A sequential accumulation of knowledge and skills in an academic discipline is essential for a focused personal and professional development.

2. Students will demonstrate familiarity with a number of different areas of study within philosophy, and an understanding of how they relate to one another to form a single discipline.
· Educated persons should have the ability to develop informed opinions, to comprehend, formulate, and critically evaluate ideas, and to identify problems and find solutions to those problems. Effective problem solving involves a variety of skills including research, analysis, interpretation, and creativity.
3. Students will demonstrate competence in critical thinking the ability to comprehend and critically evaluate the complex arguments typical of philosophical discourse and to develop logical arguments to support their own views on philosophical issues.
· Educated persons should be able to express themselves clearly, completely, and accurately. Effective communication entails sharing ideas through a variety of techniques, including reading, writing, speaking, and technology.

4. Conceptual skills are of limited use without the ability to communicate one’s understanding. Students will write papers that are clear and well-organized and that use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
· Educated persons should be expected to have some understanding of and experience in thinking about moral and ethical problems. A significant quality in educated persons is the ability to question and clarify personal and cultural values, and thus be able to make discriminating moral and ethical choices.

5. Students will demonstrate a grasp of some of the key issues in ethics and of the essential elements of moral reasoning.
Minor Requirements (15 cr. hr.)
The Philosophy Minor requires 15 18 hours of coursework in philosophy, 6 9 hours of which must be at the 200 level or above.

The coursework for the minor will consists of three required courses offered every semester at IU East and two three electives from among courses offered on a rotating basis. In addition, as a capstone project, students must submit a portfolio documenting their achievement of the learning objectives for the minor.
Required Courses (9 cr. hrs.)
· PHIL-P 100, Introduction to Philosophy (3)

· PHIL-P 150, Elementary Logic (3)*

* P150 is not offered on a regular basis; however it will be cross-listed with PHIL-P 105, Thinking & Reasoning, at the request of students pursuing the minor.

One of the following:

· PHIL-P 120, Personal and Social Ethics Ethics (3)
· PHIL-P 140, Introduction to Ethics (3)
· P145, Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy (3)

Electives (9 cr. hrs.)

Two Three electives in philosophy, at the 200 level or above 
All courses applied to the minor must be completed with a grade of ‘C’ (2.0) or better.  

Portfolio

Upon completion of their his or her coursework, each students will submit a portfolio, containing samples of his or her best work from each of the courses applied to the minor. of their strongest evidence from this file, including at least one exam and one paper from each class in which such work was assigned. This The portfolio will be prefaced by an interpretive essay that shows how the selected works demonstrate their student’s progress in meeting achievement of the learning objectives of the minor as indicated above. below. Approval of the portfolio by the Minor advisors is required in addition to completion of the courses.

Administration

The minor will be administered by the full-time resident faculty in philosophy—at present, Dr. Cathy Ludlum Foos. Students will complete a Minor Declaration Form to enroll in this program; heir progress toward completion will be recorded on this form. At the time of enrollment, each student should select a minor advisor from among the resident faculty in philosophy. Students are encouraged to meet with their minor advisor in advance of their continuing registration for any term during which they will be taking a course toward the minor. Certification of successful completion of the minor will be noted on this form, a copy of which will be kept in the philosophy department files.

ASSESSMENT AND Evaluation [the stricken text below has been moved to the section on requirements]
Students will be evaluated for the minor in two ways. First, students must have a "C" or better in any course to be applied to the minor.  


Second, students must maintain a file of all written work required in all courses taken for this minor. Upon completion of their coursework, students will submit a portfolio of their strongest evidence from this file, including at least one exam and one paper from each class in which such work was assigned.  This portfolio will demonstrate their progress in meeting the learning objectives of the minor as indicated below.

1) demonstrated competence in critical thinking;

2) a demonstrated grasp of some of the key issues in ethics and of the essential elements of moral reasoning;

3) awareness and appreciation of the variety of possible perspectives on issues of fundamental concern for human beings;

4) familiarity with a number of different areas of study within philosophy, and an understanding of how they relate to one another to form a single discipline.

The portfolio will be reviewed by the full-time philosophy faculty student’s minor advisor and one additional reader and one additional member of the resident faculty in philosophy, to be agreed upon by the student and the minor advisor. In case of disagreement in evaluation of the portfolio, final decision will rest with the minor advisor. If a student’s portfolio is judged unsatisfactory, the advisor will write a letter to the student explaining specifically in what way(s) the portfolio is inadequate. The student then has the option of writing a paper (10-15 pp.), on a topic approved by the minor advisor, in which she/he demonstrates that she/he has in fact achieved the stated objectives of the minor.

The portfolio will also serve as the means of assessing the outcomes of the philosophy minor.

Minor in Philosophy

Revised Version (clean copy)
Purpose

To offer students a structured minor in philosophy that will enhance any baccalaureate major. The study of philosophy will enhance students’ critical abilities (thinking, reading, and writing), which will be a great asset to them in their academic and professional lives. It also contributes to an understanding of the pervasiveness of moral issues in contemporary life and an increased ability to address those issues intelligently. In addition, students will gain a better understanding of themselves as the result of guided discussion of issues of fundamental concern to human beings.  

Students

The minor will be open to all academic programs accommodating a minor. There are no prerequisites for the minor, although individual courses may have prerequisites.
LEARNING Objectives
The Minor in Philosophy addresses five of the seven IU East learning objectives (in italics). The numbered items operationalize those objectives in the context of the philosophy minor.
· Educated persons should be exposed to a broad variety of academic fields traditionally known as the Liberal Arts (humanities, fine arts, social sciences, natural sciences) in order to develop a critical appreciation of a diversity of ideas and creative expression. 

6. Students will demonstrate awareness of and appreciation for the variety of possible perspectives on issues of fundamental concern to human beings.

· Educated persons should have achieved depth in some field of knowledge. A sequential accumulation of knowledge and skills in an academic discipline is essential for a focused personal and professional development.

7. Students will demonstrate familiarity with a number of different areas of study within philosophy, and an understanding of how they relate to one another to form a single discipline.

· Educated persons should have the ability to develop informed opinions, to comprehend, formulate, and critically evaluate ideas, and to identify problems and find solutions to those problems. Effective problem solving involves a variety of skills including research, analysis, interpretation, and creativity.
8. Students will demonstrate the ability to comprehend and critically evaluate the complex arguments typical of philosophical discourse and to develop logical arguments to support their own views on philosophical issues.

· Educated persons should be able to express themselves clearly, completely, and accurately. Effective communication entails sharing ideas through a variety of techniques, including reading, writing, speaking, and technology.

9. Conceptual skills are of limited use without the ability to communicate one’s understanding. Students will write papers that are clear and well-organized and that use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

· Educated persons should be expected to have some understanding of and experience in thinking about moral and ethical problems. A significant quality in educated persons is the ability to question and clarify personal and cultural values, and thus be able to make discriminating moral and ethical choices.

10. Students will demonstrate a grasp of some of the key issues in ethics and of the essential elements of moral reasoning.

Minor Requirements 

The Philosophy Minor requires 18 hours of coursework in philosophy, 9 hours of which must be at the 200 level or above.

The coursework for the minor consists of three required courses offered every semester at IU East and three electives from among courses offered on a rotating basis. In addition, as a capstone project, students must submit a portfolio documenting their achievement of the learning objectives for the minor.

Required Courses (9 cr. hrs.)
· PHIL-P 100, Introduction to Philosophy (3)

· PHIL-P 150, Elementary Logic (3)*

* P150 is not offered on a regular basis; however it will be cross-listed with PHIL-P 105, Thinking & Reasoning, at the request of students pursuing the minor.

One of the following:

· PHIL-P 120, Ethics (3)
· PHIL-P 140, Introduction to Ethics (3)
Electives (9 cr. hrs.)

Three electives in philosophy, at the 200 level or above 
All courses applied to the minor must be completed with a grade of ‘C’ (2.0) or better.  

Portfolio

Upon completion of his or her coursework, each student will submit a portfolio, containing samples of his or her best work from each of the courses applied to the minor. The portfolio will be prefaced by an interpretive essay that shows how the selected works demonstrate the student’s achievement of the learning objectives of the minor as indicated above. Approval of the portfolio by the Minor advisors is required in addition to completion of the courses.

Administration

The minor will be administered by the resident faculty in philosophy. Students will complete a Minor Declaration Form to enroll in this program; heir progress toward completion will be recorded on this form. At the time of enrollment, each student should select a minor advisor from among the resident faculty in philosophy. Students are encouraged to meet with their minor advisor in advance of their continuing registration for any term during which they will be taking a course toward the minor. Certification of successful completion of the minor will be noted on this form, a copy of which will be kept in the philosophy department files.

ASSESSMENT AND Evaluation 
The portfolio will be reviewed by the student’s minor advisor and one additional member of the resident faculty in philosophy, to be agreed upon by the student and the minor advisor. In case of disagreement in evaluation of the portfolio, final decision will rest with the minor advisor. If a student’s portfolio is judged unsatisfactory, the advisor will write a letter to the student explaining specifically in what way(s) the portfolio is inadequate. The student then has the option of writing a paper (10-15 pp.), on a topic approved by the minor advisor, in which she/he demonstrates that she/he has in fact achieved the stated objectives of the minor.

The portfolio will also serve as the means of assessing the outcomes of the philosophy minor.

