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ENG-W470  SENIOR SEMINAR: PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL WRITING

COURSE TITLE: Senior Seminar: Professional and Technical Writing 

COURSE NUMBER: ENG-W470

CREDIT HOURS: 3

SCHOOL: HSS

PROGRAM: English

COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
Intensive study of a major issue or problem in rhetoric or technical communications.  

PREREQUISITES: Senior standing or Junior standing with permission.   

ANTICIPATED CLASS FORMAT (Online, Classroom):  Classroom or Online

CONTACT TYPE (Lecture, Lab, Other): Lecture, Discussion, Workshop.

TEXTBOOK(S) FOR FIRST OFFERING: 
MLA Style Manual
Technical Writing Manual

Note: Students will generate additional texts through original primary and secondary research. 

TOPICS TO BE ADDRESSED:  (Narrative and/or bullet points) 
A. Finding a Topic
B. Exploring Funding Opportunities
B. Gathering Data
C. Finding the Best Sources
D. Setting Goals
E. Manuscript Preparation
F. Writing the Paper 
G. Blending Reference Material
H. Handling Format

IU EAST CAMPUS LEARNING OBJECTIVES ADDRESSED BY COURSE:
A. An educated person should be able to express him or herself clearly, completely, and accurately.
B. An educated person should be able to identify problems and to find efficient solutions to those problems in all areas of life.
C. An educated person should develop the skills to understand, accept, and relate to people of different backgrounds and beliefs.
D. An educated person should be expected to have some understanding of and experience in thinking about moral and ethical problems.
E. An educated person should have conceptual ability: i.e. the ability to think rationally, to develop informed opinions, and to comprehend and create new ones.

LIST COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of W470, students will
A.  Demonstrate understanding and command of developing research topics in the areas of rhetoric 
and technical communications.
B.  Develop strategies for completing primary and secondary research within the areas of rhetoric 
and technical communications.
C.  Explore issues and problems within rhetoric and technical communications through 
independent primary and secondary research methods. 
D.  Demonstrate the ability to recognize conventions of rhetoric and technical communications 
research writing and to properly integrate and document sources of information using 
MLA Style.
E.  Understand the different rhetorical situations and the appropriate pre-writing 
            drafting, editing, revision, and visual formatting strategies for writing a variety 
                  	of prose tasks.
F.  Adopt a more professional attitude towards completing a larger research project. 

DATE OF COURSE IMPLEMENTATION: Spring 2011
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