
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STAFF COUNCIL SERVICE AWARD 
The Staff Council Service 
Award was presented to 
Amber Clark (Center for 
Teaching and Learning).  
Amber has coordinated new 
programs including the 

Course Enhancement and Development grant 
for faculty to develop coursework online, and 
Course Assistant Program, in which she 
provides guidance and technical support for 
individuals assisting faculty and students in 
online courses.  Amber’s nominations included 
a number of great things said about her 
including, “Amber goes above and beyond her 
job description with the breadth of knowledge 
she has acquired and can now use to help 
carry out the CTL’s training mission.”  
Congratulations Amber! 
 Congratulations to other support staff 
members who were also nominated for their 
dedicated and caring service to IU East:  
Duretta Callahan, Vicki Colley, Diana Fahl, 
Michelle King, Kim Ladd, and Gail Smoker. 
 Thank you to the committee members for 
completing such a tough task in selecting this 
year’s recipient…Amanda Vance, Roberta 
Fienning, David Harvey, Joni Thornburg, and 
Karen Wright. 
 
MAY BIRTHDAYS 
    7 Kevin Lykins 
    11 Ben Butler 
     Diane Lucas 
    14 Sherrie Chandler 
    15 Michelle King 
    20 Cindy Turner 
    23 Gail Smoker 
    31 Kim Ladd 
 
 

EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER 
Michelle King (School of 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences) was recognized as 
the Employee of the Quarter 
for January-March.  Michelle 
has made significant 
contributions to IU East by 

going above and beyond the call of duty.  One 
nomination said, “Michelle is invaluable to our 
school because of her consistently positive 
energy.  No matter how many challenges come 
her way – and many have these past three 
months – she remains energetic, cheerful, and 
optimistic.”  Congratulations Michelle! 
 
RIVERRATS SEASON STARTING 
Do you like baseball?  Do you 
have a spare bedroom and live in 
or near the Richmond area?  The 
2010 Richmond RiverRats 
baseball season starts soon and 
is looking for host families.  In 
exchange for a place to sleep and some meals, 
you get a summer of baseball fun!  If you’re 
interested or would like more information, 
contact Kim Ladd at ext. 239 or 
rivard@iue.edu.  
 

HELP US HELP THE ANIMALS 

Don’t forget to “fetch” your items to 
support Help the Animals.  This 
month we will be targeting bleach, 
laundry detergent, Fabuloso 
cleanser, Lysol wipes, air 
freshener, hand sanitizer, paper 

towels, toilet paper, stamps, office supplies, 
recyclable cans and ink cartridges.   
 Congratulations to Tom Raper Hall, “Top 
Dog” for April!   
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Amber Clarks’ “children” are Aries (a Lab/who knows what mix), Indo (a 
Golden Retriever/Lab mix), and Princess (the cat).  Aries and Indo enjoy 

long walks in the park and T-bone steak scraps…well, any 
scraps actually!  They also enjoy not listening to their dog-
mom and running off in the morning when they should be 
coming inside when she is trying to leave for work.  
Princess got her name because, even as a kitten, she, as 
most cats do, had a sense of entitlement to do as she 
pleased, when she pleases!  “I spoil them rotten!” admits 
Amber.  “Because of this, they don’t listen worth a darn and 

literally walk all over me, but I can never stay upset with them for very 
long.” 

 
 
Larry and Kathy Johnson are the proud parents of their new family member, Maggie 
May, a 5-year- old miniature Dachshund that they adopted from their oldest 
grandson’s other grandparents in St. Louis in May of 2009, who no longer wanted 
her.  Larry says she’s a pistol and seems to be very happy in her new surroundings 
(other than her crate that she nearly lived in before).  Heidi Jo, their other 5-year-old 
Dachshund, had back surgery a year and a half ago and is doing fine.  She has had a 
couple of setbacks, but with a lot of TLC and too many vet bills (they’re really getting to like 
hotdogs and PBJ’s a lot!) she is doing very well.  “The best part of my day,” says Larry, “is the 
evening when both of my girls are sitting with me in my chair as I watch Dancing with the Stars and 
they snore away – and for the moment, nothing else matters.” 
 
 
Mary Jo Foster has a dog, Boomer, and a cat, Fuzz.  They like to share ice 
cream with Mary Jo’s husband, Ben.  Both animals wouldn’t fit in his lap 
anymore.  The cat is actually larger than the dog now! 
 
 

Rena Dilworth has a 3-year-old cat, Toby.  She was a shelter 
cat that Rena adopted when she was a kitten.  “She’s a pretty good kitty 
when she isn’t stealing my favorite chair,” reports Rena. 
 
 

Gertie, an English/American bulldog mix, is Pam Marcum’s 
grand puppy.  “Apparently she has read the book Marley and Me and  

is trying out some of the mischievous Labrador’s behavior,” said Pam, 
“complete with the table flipping!”  Her favorite toy is a ball or anything that 
resembles one.  One classic scene Pam describes was during this past fall when 
they had an outdoor fire going around the patio, which was decorated with hand-
painted pumpkins.  Family and friends were gathered roasting marshmallows 
and enjoying a cup of cider when, out of the corner of their eye, they spied 
Gertie, rolling a pumpkin around the yard like a soccer ball! 
 
 



 
 
 

Diana Fahl has Monroe and Palin, a rescue dog.  “A few years ago, I noticed 
that Monroe was keeping her right eye closed, so after a few days I took her 
to the vet and found out she had an ulcer on her eye.  How, what, or why I 
don’t know, but it was there.  We started daily eye cream and weekly visits 
to the vet to treat this eye problem.  The ulcer continued to get worse and 

the weekly visits turned into daily and the one cream turned into several 
meds.  One Saturday at our daily visit, the vet said that she was really concerned 

and was considering sending us to a specialist because she thought Monroe was going to 
lose her eye.  She said she wanted to try one last hope and it was a script that, when she was in vet 
school, she used on cats.  So she wrote the script and I took off to CVS in Winchester, crying my 
eyes out.  I walked into the pharmacy sniffing and wiping my eyes (sooooooo pathetic) and gave 
them the script.  They asked for my insurance card and I told them that it wasn’t for me, it was for my 
dog, and then completely broke down in tears (sooooooo pathetic).  I sat down in the chair and waited 
for the script.  The lady behind the counter came over and told me the total amount was going to be 
$115.00 and did I want to spend that on my dog?  ‘Yes,’ I said through tears. ‘I have to!’ (sooooooo 
pathetic).  I was the only person in there and the three people behind the counter kept looking at me 
and whispering.  At one point I heard the pharmacist say ‘7 years.’  The lady walked over and asked 
me how old Monroe was.  I told her, ‘10-years-old.’  They filled the script and brought it over to me 
and told me the total was $97.  I was confused because just a few minutes before she told me it was 
going to be $115.  She said they gave Monroe a SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT because dog years 
are 7 to a human’s 1 year.  The medicine worked the trick and healed Monroe’s eye and she doesn’t 
even have to wear glasses!” 
 
 
Michelle King and her boyfriend, Jon, got their cat last year.  They had to get a 
special type of cat because Jon is highly allergic to…everything!  There are a few 
breeds that people with allergies have had good luck with, one of those being a 
Siberian Forest Cat.  They found a breeder who specializes in Siberians in 
Indianapolis and went to her house for an allergy test.  Jon sat in the breeder’s 
house (with 30 cats) for two hours and didn’t have a reaction!  After talking it 
over, they decided to adopt a Siberian.  They went back to the breeder’s house 
and instantly fell in love with a beautiful brown mackerel tabby.  They knew as soon as 
they laid eyes on him that he was meant to be “their” cat.  “Gizmo has become a wonderful addition to 
our family,” said Michelle.  “Sometimes he seems more like a dog than a cat.  Every day when I get 
home from work he is waiting by the door to greet me.  He is a very playful, spoiled, and 
rambunctious cat.  He makes me laugh and is my constant companion.  If man’s best friend is a dog, 
then woman’s is a cat!”  She also adds that with his new tie he is currently looking for a cat type job.  
“I’m not sure if he is IUE material.  He can’t type or file, takes long breaks, and enjoys napping, but he 
is pretty good with customer service!” 
 
 

Beare and Mandy Hoadley walk their neighborhood at least once a day (their 
treasure hunt).  Each day Beare goes out and scours the streets for “treasures.”  She 
LOVES sticks.  The bigger the better!  So, if there are any branches down along the 
streets, Beare will drag them home, prancing all the way.  The more proud she is, 
the more her tail curls.  “I wonder if my neighbors appreciate the neighborhood 
‘clean up?’”  laughs Mandy. 
 
 



 
 
 
 “Two of the best friends anyone could ever have,” said Kim Ladd, “is Olivia, 
the dignified old girl who barks at things that cross her path, and Sam, the 
clown prince who interprets her barks and only joins in when necessary.  They 
are an amazing team, always looking out for each other and us!” 
 
 
Judy Ford belongs to Chloe, her soon-to-be 3-year-old 

Teddy Bear dog.  Chloe’s groomer lives next to the Area 9 office.  On her “spa 
day,” Chloe loves to go to the office where she gets everyone’s undivided 
attention.  She visits each one, but makes sure she goes to the staff who keeps 
doggy treats in their drawer for her first!  After spending the day at the spa, she 
returns to the office where she “helps” Judy with her work.  “I’ve been trying to 
teach her to growl at anyone who brings me more work to do,” laughs Judy, “but I 
think she’s afraid they’ll hide her treats!” 
 
 

“A neighbor kid knocked on our door holding a box,” said Robyn Coblentz.  “I 
thought, great, another candy bar to buy.  When I answered the door he 
looked up at me and asked if we wanted this little kitten.  The kid said that his 
mother found it in the trash dumpster behind the bank where she worked.  I 
looked into the box the kid was holding and it was a very small kitten.  We 

said, ‘yes,’ and the rest is history.  And some history it was…from the day we 
adopted this little trash dumpster kitten we named Snickers until now…he almost lost 

his life about four times.  The latest was when he was jumping after a string and  bit my leg, 
causing me to become very ill.  I scrambled to save the little kitten that has now grown to a whopping 
18 pounds and thinks he is King of the House!  I guess I’m a sucker for a cute face.” 
 
 
 “About six years ago, I received a phone call from my daughter’s boyfriend who 

wanted to do something special for her birthday,” shares Robyn Coblentz.  “He 
decided to buy her a puppy from the shelter, already named Annie.  Her 
father and I thought, ‘O.K., it’s a puppy that will become a housedog and 

grow up to be a small dog.’  One day we were out in the yard and the puppy 
collapsed.  We called our local vet who suggested that we take her to a vet in 

Anderson.  There they found she had Addison’s Disease (an Adrenal gland 
disease) which is hereditary.  Having been adopted from the shelter, we had no 

idea of her background or previous health issues.  A lot of people told us to have her put to 
sleep, but we chose not to.  The vet saved Annie’s life and we have now had her for six years.  She 
has become a very big part of our lives.  She has her own bedroom (which I painted to look like she 
was outdoors) with a little brass bed and a huge basket of toys.  Although she takes medicine each 
and every day and has to have a shot every 28 days, she is still a wonderful little dog.  She’s always 
happy to see you and to cheer you up no matter what kind of day you’ve had.  Each morning, she’s a 
burst of energy and carries that same attitude throughout her day, no matter how she feels.” 
 
 

“Ask of the beasts and they will teach you the beauty of this earth.” 
~St. Francis of Assisi 


